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Last Name: Alba

First Name: Nelson

Nelson Alba has served as a peer reviewer a number of times. His Department of Outreach at Miami-
Dade Community College, which he manages, provides the training and certifications for The Substance
Abuse Professional (SAP,) a specific designation, established and required by the federal Department of
Transportation (DOT). His Department also provides advanced training and education programs for
professionals working in the areas of child welfare, co-occurring disorders, forensic evaluation,
homelessness, and AIDS/HIV prevention and treatment. As Director of Outreach, he has concentrated
efforts to assisting the migrant community of South Florida through the Benito Juarez Community Center.
The migrant workers community is 35,000 strong and consists of Spanish speaking Americans and
Haitian Americans. Due to the closeness of the migrant workers areas to the Miccosukee Native
Americans, they have added the Miccosukee to their umbrella of assistance. The assistance is wide in the
areas of education, health and welfare, housing, substance abuse and employment.

Last Name: Basich Whitney

First Name: Frances

Frances Basich Whitney was awarded B.A. and M.A. degrees from Santa Clara University, where she
also completed single-subject mathematics and Administrative Services credentials. She taught high
school and middle school mathematics from 1986-1998 at San Lorenzo Valley High School in Felton,
CA, including two years at the International School of Stavanger, Norway. Ms. Basich Whitney joined
California State University, Monterey Bay in 1999-2001 as a field supervisor for intern and pre-service
elementary and middle school teachers. From 2001-2009 Ms. Basich Whitney served as project director
for K-12 mathematics at the Santa Cruz County Office of Education, providing staff development, as well
as curricular support to districts throughout the state. She is currently the Research, Accountability and
Assessment coordinator with the Pajaro Valley Unified School District. She was a primary developer of
Scholastic’s Numeracy Project, an intervention program aligned to the California High School Exit
Examination (CAHSEE). Ms. Basich Whitney was recently selected to serve on California’s State
Network of Educators for the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium’s Digital Library.

Last Name: Bedgood

First Name: Hellen

Hellen Bedgood is a grant coordinator for a local educational agency. She is an educator and
entrepreneur with over twenty-five years of experience serving as a teacher, campus administrator,
mentor, tutor, state level program director, assistant director of federal programs and curriculum, and
maintaining business adventures. Ms. Bedgood received her Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees in
Education from Texas A&M University. At the state level, she held the position of director for state and
federal funding sources such as Optional Extended Year, Title IV Safe and Drug-Free Schools, and
coordinated many other grants and initiatives promoting education for all children and professional
development for staff such as No Child Left Behind Title I, Title Il, Title I)X, Texas Ready to Read,
Reading Academies, READ for Texas as well as Texas Reading First. Her extensive experiences
working with state and federal programs provides her the avenue of facilitating training for students,
parents, church and community leaders, and school personnel that promotes positive parent involvement
to help ensure student success. Ms. Bedgood also volunteers with the non-profit, Supporting Parents and
Students Services, Inc. that provide services to families to empower those active in supporting student
educational success.

Last Name: Bell-Smith
First Name: Pamela



Pamela Bell-Smith, Ed.D presently serves as an Assistant Principal for Prince George’s County Public
Schools. Throughout her career in public education, Dr. Bell-Smith has had the privilege of serving as a
Title | Supervisor, high school administrator, curriculum coordinator, school improvement consultant,
classroom teacher, professional development trainer, and central office administrator in Washington,
D.C., Georgia, and Maryland. She has also served as an adjunct Professor for Cambridge College
teaching courses in curriculum, assessment, and instruction. Dr. Bell-Smith works with school districts
on school improvement planning, data analysis, and providing professional development. An expert in
P-20 education, Dr. Bell-Smith has deep expertise in school reform efforts aimed at improving learning
and teaching. Her focus has been to improve student performance by providing educators with the
knowledge, skills, tools, resources, and supports that enable them to meet the personalized needs of all
students.

Last Name: Benson

First Name: Gwendolyn

Dr. Gwen Benson serves as the Associate Dean for School, Community and International Partnerships in
the College of Education at Georgia State University. She previously served as coordinator of the Low
Incidence Disabilities Unit of the Division for Exceptional Students in the Georgia Department of
Education; Director of Educator Preparation for the Georgia Professional Standards Commission; and
Director of the Program for Exceptional Children with the Atlanta Public Schools. She was an Associate
Professor at Southern University at Baton Rouge, La., Assistant Professor at Louisiana State University
and has taught graduate courses at Clark-Atlanta University as an adjunct professor. Dr. Benson earned
her Bachelor’s degree at Alabama State University, her M.Ed. at Auburn University, and her Ph.D. at the
University of Kansas. She currently serves as the principal investigator for the Network for Enhancing
Teacher Quality (NET-Q), a collection of projects funded by a $13.5 million Teacher Quality Partnership
grant from the U.S. Department of Education designed to prepare teachers for the demands of teaching
high-need subjects in high-need schools. She also works to sustain the COE’s professional development
school network, facilitates international outreach and partnerships and works closely with the Alonzo A.
Crim Center for Urban Educational Excellence.

Last Name: Berg

First Name: Judith

Judith H. Berg, Ed.D, is currently an education consultant with a focus on facilitation organizational
improvement, leadership development, school improvement and qualitative research. At The Wallace
Foundation Judith was a Senior Education Program Officer. She served as Associate Dean of Graduate
Studies and Associate Professor of Education Leadership at Rhode Island College, Providence, RI.
Previously she was at the University of Northern Colorado where she served as co-chair and taught
doctoral and masters level students in education leadership. Judith also has worked with undergraduates
in teacher education at Florida Atlantic University. Her career spans urban, suburban and rural school
districts, high school and university teaching and administration, facilitating organizational change,
leadership coaching, leadership preparation, program development and implementation evaluation. Judith
has held leadership positions at the district and school level in the state of Ohio, including a middle school
principalship. She worked with major Foundations around middle level change and with the
Massachusetts’s Governor’s Office of Educational Affairs facilitating collaborative efforts among youth
and family serving agencies in urban communities. Early in her career she was a high school English
teacher in New York City. Judith’s research and publications have been focused on district- and school-
level leadership issues including the political work of the superintendent of schools, principal preparation
and partnership development.



Last Name: Bierlein Palmer

First Name: Louann

Louann Bierlein Palmer is a professor in the Department of Educational Leadership, Research and
Technology at Western Michigan University. Formerly, Dr. Bierlein Palmer served as the Education
Policy Advisor to Louisiana Governor Mike Foster; the Assistant Director of the Morrison Institute for
Public Policy at Arizona State University; a legislative research analyst with the Arizona Senate; and a
national educational reform consultant. She began her career as a middle school science teacher. Dr.
Bierlein Palmer has spent over two decades working with national and state policy leaders and educators
on a number of education reform initiatives, including programs for at-risk children, school restructuring
efforts, classroom technology, school accountability systems, and creating more options for teachers and
students through charter schools. She holds a doctorate in education administration from Northern
Arizona University.

Last Name: Blank

First Name: Lisa

Lisa Blank currently serves as Technology Director and STEM Coach for Lyme Central School District
in Chaumont, New York. She holds a M.Ed. Educational Administration degree from Grand Canyon
University, MAT Math & Science Education degree from the University of Wisconsin-River Falls, and a
B.S. in Chemistry with a minor in Biology from Winona State University, Winona, Minnesota. She has
taught middle and high school math, science, and technology courses in public schools in Minnesota,
New Hampshire, and New York. Mrs. Blank has been frequently recognized for her efforts to create and
support opportunities for student achievement and success. She has served as a regional curriculum
reviewer, a freelance writer of mathematics and science educational materials for a national publisher, and
has piloted new technologies to support and improve math and science education. She has presented at
local, state, and national conferences in the areas of mathematics, science, and technology. Mrs. Blank
has been awarded a variety of grants, including a federal grant to provide authentic learning experiences
to military impacted students at the upper elementary and middle school levels in STEM areas with the
goal of increasing student motivation and achievement.

Last Name: Bourque

First Name: Carol

Carol Clarke Bourque is a veteran teacher for Charleston County School District in Charleston, SC and
has been certified as a National Board Certified Teacher since 1993. She began her career as a school
guidance counselor in 1989 and began work as a special educator in 1997. Bourgue holds an M.Ed in
Clinical Counseling from The Citadel and a MAT from the College of Charleston. She is currently
seeking Ed.D candidacy. Bourque currently serves as an inclusion educator where she is in a unique
position to focus on core mathematics instruction and numeracy. Her experience has allowed her to
analyze, evaluate and implement a wide variety of instructional strategies while providing
accommodations and individualized instruction for special needs students. As a member of a school wide
initiative in Numeracy, Bourque has worked with at-risk students to address the educational gap in the
area of math to improve graduation rates. Bourque has served as a National Boards for Certified Teachers
Assessor, NBCT facilitator and candidate coach, and as an educational grant reader for British Petroleum.
She works with Ms. Lucy Beckham who was named the National Principal of the Year in 2010 at Wando
High School in Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina.

Last Name: Boxley
First Name: Marlinda



Marlinda Boxley is an educator with twenty years of experience in the field. Her contribution and service
to the field of education has enabled her to achieve several noteworthy accomplishments. Her career
spans both K-12 and higher education. Her areas of expertise include: faculty development, instructional
technology, online learning, STEM career advising, gifted education programming, special education
programming, curriculum and instruction, out of school time programming, strategic planning, program
evaluation, data-driven decision making, grant writing and report preparation. In the K-12 sector, Ms.
Boxley served as a: Teacher, Advocate, Compliance Specialist, Consultant, Special Education
Administrator, Special Education Liaison, and Assistant Principal. In the higher education sector, she has
a served as a: Adjunct Professor, Instructional Designer and Self Study Coordinator. Ms. Boxley has
taught undergraduate and graduate courses in the fields of education, business and law. She has taught
the following courses: Business Law, Paralegal Studies, Training and Development, Principles of
Supervision, Developmental Reading, Special Education Law and Legal and Ethical Issues in Education.
From The American University, Ms. Boxley earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business
Administration and a Juris Doctor Degree. From The George Washington University, she has earned a
Master of Arts Degree in Education and Human Development, an Educational Specialist Degree in
Educational Administration and an Educational Specialist Degree in Higher Education Administration.
Ms. Boxley has contributed to the field of education through various scholarly pursuits. She has
presented at local, regional and national conferences. She has served as peer reviewer for state, local and
federal grant programs.

Last Name: Brittner

First Name: Petra

2013:

Petra Brittner is a K-12 educator exceeding twenty years in the field. Petra has served students as a
special education teacher, counselor, educational diagnostician and administrator. In addition to her
service at the local education agency, she successfully directed the Response to Intervention (Rtl)
program statewide for Texas. Petra holds a master’s degree in education from the University of Mary
Hardin-Baylor in Belton.

Last Name: Burns Copley

First Name: Karen

Karen Burns Copley retired from the Nogales Unified School District in 2007 following a 35 year career
in education. She began her work as an Elementary/Middle School Librarian in lowa before moving to
Arizona in 1986. While working in Arizona she worked as a High School Library Media Specialist,
Associate High School Principal, High School Principal, and Director of Student Services for her district
located on the Arizona/Mexico border. While working, Ms. Burns Copley developed and implemented
Title I programs at the K-12 level, co-wrote grants for the district for Title 111, Smaller Schools, Safe and
Drug Free Schools and Reading First. Prior to her retirement she was responsible for administering all
state and federal programs in her district, including Title I, Title 1lA, Title IV, Title VI, Special
Education, Gifted Education, and School Improvement. Because of her district’s location in Arizona and
its diverse population, she has much experience in development and implementation of programs for
English language learners. Ms. Burns Copley has served as a member of the Arizona Department of
Education Committee of Practitioners since 2000 and continues today as an emeritus member of the
group. Since her retirement, Ms. Copley has consulted in the area of Title | and School Improvement for
several school districts in southern Arizona. She also works with the Arizona Department of Education as
a leader/member of School Solutions Teams who go out to evaluate and assist schools identified as
needing improvement by the state’s achievement criteria. Ms. Burns Copley holds degrees from the
University of Northern lowa (BA Library Science) and the University of Northern Arizona (MA



Educational Leadership). She also completed coursework at the University of Arizona towards an Ed.D
in Educational Leadership.

Last Name: Canady

First Name: Jacque

Jacque Canady is an educational doctoral candidate at The University of Oklahoma. Her dissertation
study involves program evaluation and professional development. She is the Executive Director of a
public school Interlocal in rural northeastern Oklahoma. She has been a public school educator for nearly
25 years. She holds superintendent, principal and teaching licenses. In her current position she serves as
a supervisor of various facets of special education services, PAT parent educators, curriculum leaders,
and federal program directors. Ms. Canady’s primary interests lie in areas of working with teachers on
curriculum and data-driven decision making skills. She also serves as the federal project director of a
Carol M. White PEP grant and a Title VII Native American demonstration grant. Ms. Canady is past-
president of the Oklahoma Association of Bilingual Education, and is a member of the Cherokee Tribe.
She advocates for rural schools and helping these schools be administrative efficient.

Last Name: Canty Woessner

First Name: Cori

Cori Canty Woessner’s professional experiences have put her in position to contribute to improving
educational systems. Ms. Canty Woessner’s involvement in the early years of Teach For America
solidified her optimism for education, resulting in a focus on continuous improvement. In Denver Public
Schools, she actively participated on district reform committees, and was hired to support the creation of
the Postsecondary Pathways office in 2007. As Director of Counseling Services, she wrote, received and
managed five grants totaling over $10 million to support individualized career and academic plans and
postsecondary readiness in high-needs schools. Ms. Canty Woessner is excited to find herself at the state
level, working with a wide variety of district leaders. She has worked closely not only with urban and
suburban district leaders, but also rural districts that struggle with fewer resources. She has developed a
position statement for Colorado supporting Alternative Education Campuses that serve at-risk youth, and
is working to put supports in place for our schools that serve high-needs students. In addition to
reviewing and giving feedback on school and district improvement plans, she is developing data exchange
protocols and reviews to support secondary students who transfer between districts. The emphasis on
systems analysis, cultural proficiency and leadership development in developing highly effective
educators has greatly increased her ability to support districts and schools at the state level.

Last Name: Carrington

First Name: Willie

Willie Carrington has had the pleasure to serve on several review teams at the state and federal level. Mr.
Carrington has the required educational background and professional experiences to serve as an effective
member of the team. As a middle/high school principal with over 30 years of real world experiences
combined with his background in educational research and evaluation Carrington feels that he is well-
suited to provide the support needed for this review..

Last Name: Carstens

First Name: Linda

Linda Castoria Carstens was most recently the Director of Professional Learning at the School Redesign
Network LEADS Center at the School of Education, Stanford University until her retirement in 2011.
She has over 30 years of district-level administrator experience in California, in San Diego City Schools,
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and Los Angeles Unified, primarily in the areas of standards, assessment, curriculum and instruction as
part of systemic reform, and in services for English Language Learners. She also served as a Visiting
Educator in the Accountability Branch of the California Department of Education. As a senior researcher
at WestEd (a federal education research lab), she worked with several California districts in the area of
systemic reform and second language, and for two years, co-provided the state’s Title IIT technical
assistance obligation to districts. She earned a Ph.D. in multicultural education from Claremont Graduate
University in 1993. She has served as a peer reviewer for the USED for No Child Left Behind state
waivers and Race to the Top district competitions. Linda resides in Albuquerque, New Mexico. She isa
member of two national advisory boards related to education for second language students.

Last Name: Cassidy

First Name: Charles

Charles Cassidy operates National Education Consultants in Albany, New York. This firm specializes in
assisting school districts in writing grant proposals, evaluating magnet schools and designing magnet
programs. He has served as a Peer Reviewer for RTT I, Il and RTT District I. He has worked with
WestEd to review schools in the U. S. Department of Education’s Magnet Schools Assistance Program.
Mr. Cassidy served as the Executive Director of the ACE Mentor Program of Connecticut and worked
with the architectural firm of Fletcher-Thompson, Inc., where he co-authored a book on magnet and
specialized schools. He served as Secretary to Magnet Schools of America in Washington, DC, the only
national organization devoted to the development and expansion of magnet schools. Joining the
Connecticut State Education Department in 1993, he worked for 10 years as the program manager for the
Inter-district Magnet School Program and the Connecticut Inter-district Cooperative Program. Prior to
his arrival in Connecticut, Mr. Cassidy was employed by the New York State Education Department. He
administered state grants and provided technical assistance to over 200 magnet schools located in New
York City and 18 urban school districts. Mr. Cassidy served as a public and private school teacher and
administrator for three New York districts for 14 years. A graduate of Marist College in Poughkeepsie,
New York, he holds an MS in education and an advanced degree in education from SUNY New Paltz. At
SUNY Albany, he completed doctoral program coursework in educational administration.

Last Name: Cervone

First Name: Jason

Jason Cervone serves as a Program Specialist for UCLA Center X, providing support in developing new
projects and opportunities as well as providing evaluation support for K-12 and higher education
institutions. Mr. Cervone is currently working towards his Ph.D. in Education Leadership and Policy
Studies at UMass Dartmouth. He holds a M.Ed. in Learning and Instruction with a specialization in
English Language Learners from Northeastern University. He also holds a Certificate in Evaluation
Practice from the Evaluators’ Institute at The George Washington University and a B.S. from Lock Haven
University of Pennsylvania.

Last Name: Chambers

First Name: Alicia

Alicia J. Chambers began her education career as a corps member for Teach For America. Having earned
her BA in Chemistry from Howard University, in Washington, DC, accepted a position as the chemistry
teacher for Ruleville Central High School, in Ruleville, MS. Alicia remained in the Mississippi Delta for
another two years past her commitment as a recruiter and program director for Teach For America, where
she managed teacher professional development, until she left the region to pursue an M.Ed. at the
University of Missouri, St. Louis. Recognizing that education was a broad field, Alicia served in various
capacities at the university level and, more recently, as a Senior Education Associate in the American
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Chemical Society’s Undergraduate Programs Office. However, seeing few underrepresented minorities in
science, Alicia once again turned her focus to an even younger audience: middle school students. She
switched careers and returned to the classroom as a science teacher where she uses a variety of
instructional practices to close the achievement gap and serves as a staff mentor to incoming teachers.
Alicia is currently pursuing a degree in science education at The George Washington University, in
Washington, DC.

Last Name: Cheuk

First Name: Tina

Tina Cheuk is an Academic Research and Program Officer for Understanding Language, a national
initiative based out of Stanford University to heighten awareness of the language and literacy issues
embedded within the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS). She is currently researching classroom and school design efforts that support the development of
both academic language practices and disciplinary learning as defined by CCSS and NGSS in grades 6-
12. She earned a Bachelor’s of Science in Chemistry and Biochemistry from the University of Chicago
and a Master’s in Education from Stanford University. She is a Teach for America alumna with
experience as a teacher and school leader through the Knowledge Is Power Program (KIPP) schools. She
is also a returned Peace Corps science education volunteer in Ghana, West Africa. Her most recent role
was directing the mathematics and science research, development, and design efforts at Strategic
Education Research Partnership in San Francisco Unified School District, CA.

Last Name: Cleland

First Name: Marsha

Marsha A. Cleland, Ed.S., has over 20 years of experience in education. Currently studying at Central
Michigan University for her Ph.D. in Educational Leadership, Mrs. Cleland is working as the
Administrator of Curriculum and Instructional Strategies for Cheboygan Area Schools in Michigan. She
has also worked with Michigan State University’s Office of K-12 Outreach as a District Improvement
Facilitator and Intervention Specialist working with schools in Michigan who have been labeled as
priority or focus schools. Mrs. Cleland is a certified School Improvement Consultant and School Wide
Facilitator working with schools on Title I and Consolidated Application processes. Her expertise lies in
areas of curriculum, instructional best practices, financial budgeting, and federal and state programming.
Before moving to Michigan and serving as an ELA, Math, and Data coach for Detroit Public Schools, she
spent 11 years in Georgia in the public school system. Marsha has also previously participated in peer
review for Race to the Top District grants in 2012.

Last Name: Cobb

First Name: Inger

Ms. Cobb has almost ten years of experience in educational programs including elementary education,
tertiary education, and instructional design. She taught fifth grade, second grade, and pre-service teachers
at various points during her teaching career. Her instructional design experience includes development of
instructor-led instruction, web-based instruction, and technology integration in curriculum. Ms. Cobb also
has experience in working with social media and developing multimedia content, including video editing,
podcasting, and web design. She earned a B.A. in Psychology and a M.Ed. in Instructional Psychology
and Technology from the University of Oklahoma and possesses state teaching certifications in early
childhood education and elementary education.

Last Name: Cobb
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First Name: Richard

Richard Cobb has been an educator in Oklahoma for more than 20 years, working as a teacher, principal,
central office administrator, and consultant. He currently works for a school district with more than
23,000 students as Director of Curriculum. He has a PhD in Educational Administration with an emphasis
on school finance.

Last Name: Coleman

First Name: Matt

Dr. Matt Coleman is the Assistant Superintendent in the Springfield Public Schools in Springfield,
Oregon. His responsibilities include direct oversight of instructional programs across all 12 elementary
schools, four middle schools, two comprehensive high schools and an alternative high school. Over the
past four years, Mr. Coleman has supported several strategic initiatives resulting in reducing the dropout
rate by 50%, reducing the number of identified SPED students in third grade by 31%, and reducing the
achievement gap between historically underserved subgroups and the district as a whole by 75%. His
primary areas of interest include school leadership, system-thinking, organizational theory, educational
measurement, and secondary school reform. Prior to moving to Springfield, Mr. Coleman was a high
school principal, a middle school principal, and a high school assistant principal in the Beaverton School
District in Beaverton, Oregon. As a classroom teacher, he taught integrated science, physical science,
physics and chemistry at both the middle and high school levels. Mr. Coleman began his teaching career
at Frick Junior High School in the Oakland Unified School District and was a 1993 Corps Member of
Teach For America. Mr. Coleman received his doctorate in education at the University of Oregon in
2008 with an emphasis on learning assessment systems and performance. He is an adjunct faculty
member at the University of Oregon in the College of Education’s Administrative Licensure and Doctoral
Programs. His current teaching responsibilities include courses specific to data-based decision making,
school improvement, leading for change, and organizational theory.

Last Name: Collins

First Name: Deann

Deann Collins has worked in the education field for 18 years. Mrs. Collins currently serves as the director
of the Division of Title | Programs (DTP) for Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) in Maryland.
As the director, she manages, coordinates, and monitors the distribution of Federal Title | funds for the
district. She also supports identified Title | schools with the development, implementation, and
monitoring of their comprehensive School Improvement Plan. Prior to being the director of DTP, Mrs.
Collins served as an elementary school principal at a Title 1 school. It was recognized as a high-
functioning Professional Learning Community and was also featured on the MCPS TV series “Cover to
Cover” highlighting best practices in teaching and learning. Most recently, Mrs. Collins was a reviewer
for the 2012 United States Department of Education’s District Race to the Top Grant applications. She
has also served as: an assistant principal; a vertical specialist working with Pre-K to 12 schools to provide
support with identifying, implementing, and monitoring school improvement goals; a staff development
teacher; a math support teacher, and a classroom teacher. Additionally, since 2007, she has been an
adjunct professor at McDaniel College in Westminster, Maryland, as part of their Administration and
Supervision Curriculum and Instruction Program.

Last Name: Collins

First Name: Julie

Julie Collins is an Associate Professor of Reading Education, and program coordinator, at the University
of Central Oklahoma, in Edmond, OK. She holds a Ph.D. in Instructional Leadership and Academic
Curriculum with an emphasis in reading education from the University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK. She
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also earned her Bachelors of Science in Elementary Education and Masters of Education in Reading
Education from the University of Oklahoma. Previously, she taught public school in Oklahoma City and
Norman, Oklahoma, teaching Kindergarten through 2nd grade, and served as a Title | reading Specialist.
She has also worked at the Oklahoma State Department of Education in the Federal Programs and
Curriculum departments, and served as the Elementary Language Arts Specialist in Putnam City Schools
in Oklahoma City, OK.

Last Name: Conquest

First Name: Suzanne

Suzanne Congquest is a school administrator with over fifteen years of experience in all grade levels from
Pre-Kindergarten through twelfth grade. Currently, she is principal of Florence Elementary in Mississippi,
which achieved and has maintained its highest level of achievement on standardized tests in its history
during her tenure. Prior to working as a school administrator, Suzanne worked in the curriculum and
instruction office of a suburban school district and an inner city school district. During this time she
worked with all content areas, International Baccalaureate programs, gifted and talented, special
education, and assessment. Currently, she serves on her district’s Common Core leadership team, Teacher
Evaluation leadership team, and performance based pay committee.

Last Name: Copley

First Name: Susan

Susan H. Copley, Ph.D., holds a B.A. from Bates College, Master’s degrees from Mount Holyoke College
and the University of New Hampshire, and earned her doctorate from the University of Connecticut. A
native of Princeton, NJ, Dr. Copley has worked with children and young people since she was eleven.
Her professional career includes working with troubled youth in residential settings; teaching/leading in
rural, suburban and urban public schools; serving seven years as a full-time consultant at the New
Hampshire Department of Education; and teaching courses in both small colleges and large state
universities. After nineteen years as a school principal, Dr. Copley now serves as the Executive Director
of New Hampshire ASCD (NHASCD) and is an adjunct lecturer at New England College while also
supervising graduate student teachers for Franklin Pierce University. A recipient of the Harris Center
Educator of the Year Award and a prestigious NH Excellence in Education Leadership Award, Susan
Copley also serves on the Editorial Board of The New Hampshire Journal of Education and volunteers on
numerous non-profit boards that benefit children, teenagers, and families.

Last Name: Cordes

First Name: Katherine

Katherine Cordes currently teaches 10th grade English and AP English Literature in Billings, MT at
Senior High School. As an undergraduate at St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN, Ms. Cordes spent a year
at Oxford University studying literature and history. In 1999 she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from
St. Olaf with majors in English, Psychology, and Medieval Studies. Before moving back to Montana, she
lived for a year in a suburb of Minneapolis/St. Paul and worked for a psychology-based human resources
consulting firm. In the fall of 2000, Ms. Cordes returned to Billings to pursue a teaching certificate and
Master's Degree in Education (Curriculum and Instruction). Two years later, she began teaching at
Billings Senior High. In the fall of 2010, she earned National Board Certification in English Language
Arts. At present, her projects and professional interests relate to rigorous, relevant coursework; writing
instruction; technology integration; the Common Core; and the importance of continual professional
growth. Ms. Cordes is also very active in aligning her district's ELA curriculum with the Common Core
and will work with the Montana Smarter Balanced State Network of Educators over the next year. While
she fully intends to spend her career in the classroom, Ms. Cordes is especially dedicated to doing so as a
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master teacher and teacher leader who remains actively involved in developing quality educational
materials.

Last Name: Coughran

First Name: Claudia

Ms. Coughran has served children in public education for more than 25 years as an inner-city primary
grades and high school teacher, K-12 literacy specialist, curriculum coordinator for rural districts, county
director of curriculum, state-approved district intervention lead, national literacy consultant, national
system accreditation lead, and system analysis specialist. Her background in working with English
Language Learners and children living in poverty has transcended urban and rural settings giving her a
unique experience in working with systems of all sizes. Currently she is attending the University of San
Francisco where she is researching the leadership correlates and practices of successful, female, rural CA
superintendents. She is scheduled to earn her Ed.D. in December 2015.

Last Name: Cuttino

First Name: Constance

Constance Cuttino, is an educational consultant and facilitator of programs designed to promote positive
youth development. She networks with community-based, non-profit organizations by providing various
professional and personal development offerings for middle school, and young adults, parents, and staff.
Her work experiences include extensive collaborations with educators in North Carolina and surrounding
areas for the integration of web-based learning tools into traditional learning environments specifically
middle/high school students, program management and curriculum development and professional growth
opportunities. Connie has worked with the NC Department of Public Instruction as a workshop presenter
and is currently completing her Master’s Degree in Nonprofit Management and Organizational
Leadership with plans to receive her Doctorate’s Degree shortly thereafter.

Last Name: Dale

First Name: Aaron

Aaron Dale, Ph.D., received his doctorate from University of Maryland Eastern Shore in the area of
Organizational Leadership. He received his Master’s degree in the area of administration and supervision
from Salisbury University. His bachelor’s degree was obtained from Frostburg State University in the
areas of early childhood/elementary education. He is currently an adjunct professor at Salisbury
University and Wilmington University. He currently teaches content that specializes in the areas of
curriculum leadership, special education, and aligning assessments to classroom instruction in the
Graduate School of Education for both universities. In addition, he is a Supervisor of Student Services
where he oversees programs such as 504, homeless children, safe schools, and home & hospital program.
He is a former elementary/middle principal where he applied his extensive training to be an effective
instructional school administrator leading the school to high state assessment scores while majority of the
student’s population having a FARMS classification. He also has valued on-the-ground experience of
being a classroom teacher leader gained while he was an elementary educator for 12 years. With these
varied, practical experiences in education, he is currently serving on various committees to share his
expertise in the areas of transitioning to the Common Core Curriculum, Teacher and Principal Evaluation,
and School Safety Steering Committees.

Last Name: Danielson
First Name: John
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John Danielson is an accomplished, nationally and internationally respected executive in the public and
private education sector who believed early in his 25-year career that the private sector, along with the
public sector, has an important role to play in the creation of improved education systems and
technologies for all children. Along with former United States Secretary of Education Rod Paige, Mr.
Danielson was a co-founder of the Chartwell Education Group LLC (2005-2009), an international
education-consulting firm headquartered in New York City with offices in Washington, D.C. and London.
In June 2009, Chartwell’s international consulting platform was restructured into the Chartwell Hamilton
Group LLC with Mr. Danielson serving as Chairman and Managing Director. Mr. Danielson continues to
provide thought-leadership, advice and counsel across the domestic and international education sector
through board service and targeted consulting assignments. He was appointed Chief of Staff at the United
States Department of Education by President George W. Bush (2001-2003), where he earned a reputation
for his ability to adapt innovative business strategies and tactics to resolve the issues faced by the public
education sector as well as playing a lead role in expanding the Department’s international profile. He
also worked as a key advisor to former United States Secretary of Education and current United States
Senator Lamar Alexander (1990-1995). In 2010, Mr. Danielson served as a peer reviewer in both of the
landmark Race to the Top competitions at the appointment of current United States Secretary of
Education Arne Duncan.

Last Name: Dash

First Name: Karen

As President of Karen Dash Consulting, LLC, Karen Dash brings a proven track record of synthesizing
complex information to create program evaluations, research designs, business models, and training
programs tailored to a variety of audiences. She is the published author of humerous academic, consumer
business, and industry white papers, and a two-time winner of the American Express Chairman's Award
for Quality. While serving as the first Director of Institutional Research at the North Carolina School of
Science and Mathematics, Ms. Dash evaluated over 40 academic and teacher professional development
programs and initiatives. In her consulting capacity, she has evaluated college readiness programs at
Duke University; developed organizational assessment tools for the University of North Carolina-
Wilmington; and conducted feasibility studies for independent schools. She has evaluated RTT-D,
Promise Neighborhoods, 13, AEMDD, MSEIP, and SLP grant proposals for the US Department of
Education. Her previous consulting work in the non-profit sector identified factors leading to institutional
success, including that of a homeless shelter run by Columbia University. While at American Express,
Ms. Dash conducted numerous technology and process improvements and change management
initiatives, resulting in $14 million in savings. She has led numerous nonprofit strategic planning
initiatives and has developed curriculum and trained over 700 nonprofit and corporate professionals
worldwide. Ms. Dash holds an undergraduate degree from Harvard University in English and American
Literature and Language and a Masters of Public Administration with a concentration in Advanced
Analytical Techniques from Columbia University.

Last Name: Davis

First Name: Bridgette

Bridgette L. Davis, Ph.D. is currently an assistant professor Louisiana State University in the School of
Education. She completed her Ph.D. in secondary education with an emphasis in science education and
secondary literacy in 2010. Using her academic and professional background and experience in biology,
chemistry, and content area literacy, Dr. Davis teaches, advises, mentors, and provides support for teacher
candidates enrolled in undergraduate elementary and secondary teacher certification programs across all
academic disciplines. She is responsible for preparing teacher candidates to effectively plan, develop, and
deliver instructional content in grades K-12 with an emphasis on science education and literacy
integration in content areas as well as effective classroom management. Before entering in the field of
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higher education, Dr. Davis has served as a middle school science teacher, science curriculum writer,
middle school science department chair, and as a new teacher assessor and mentor for the state of
Louisiana. In addition, to preparing future teachers Dr. Davis is the project director and principal
researcher for the Gulf Coast Academy for Science Literacy; where she uses her expertise in science and
literacy to train middle school science teachers to effectively integrate STEM modules with research-
supported literacy strategies. In areas of leadership, Dr. Davis has served as the chapter president of
international honor society, Kappa Delta Pi at the University of Southern Mississippi and Southeastern
Louisiana University where she used her position to promote and support literacy across all disciplines on
the middle and high school levels through the Literacy Alive program. At Southeastern Louisiana
University, she served as the coordinator for the New Teacher Development program where she
remediated new teacher candidates and provided professional development for new teachers.

Last Name: Derrick

First Name: Marcia

Dr. M. Gail Sanders Derrick is the Interim Dean and Professor in the Doctor of Education program and
program director for the adult education cognate area in the School of Education at Regent University.
She received her Doctor of Education from The George Washington University in 2001 in Higher
Education Administration. Her research in understanding persistence in learning has served as the
foundation for numerous dissertations and research endeavors in self-directed and adult learning. She
continues to explore the psychological facets of why adults engage in self-directed and autonomous
learning. Her research studies include the role of self-efficacy, curiosity, and development of skills for
21st century learning. She has served as a consultant with many projects including working with schools
and leaders facing a loss of accreditation, team and individual coaching for the facilitation of autonomous
learning development, an outside reviewer for the Gainey School of Business at Spring Arbor University,
leading teams for school division review of curriculum as well as working with schools divisions on
strategic planning. Dr. Derrick traveled to Cuba to participate in the 2009, Busquedas Investigativas:
Investigacién De La Practica Educativa Cubana, (Academic Explorations: Researching Cuban
Educational Practices) where she was a member of a panel discussion with Cuban education leaders on K-
12 education, higher education, and policy issues. Additionally, in 2010, she participated as a Fulbright
Specialist to Hungary where she worked with teachers of Roma youth seeking to complete a trade
program.

Last Name: Donahue

First Name: Karen

Karen M. Donahue received her Master’s in Secondary Education from Murray State University and
Certificate in Advanced Studies from the State University of New York at Cortland. She currently serves
as the Superintendent of Lyme Central School. Prior to this she was an Elementary Principal, a Middle
School Assistant Principal and Director of Curriculum and Instruction at mid-size public schools in the
central New York area. In addition Mrs. Donahue taught middle school science and family and consumer
sciences and was a Program Leader for Cornell University’s Cooperative Extension Service. Mrs.
Donahue has led school communities to attain national recognition including being selected by the US
Department of Education to receive the 2009 National Blue Ribbon School Award and being recognized
three times by the US News and World Report as an outstanding High School Bronze Award winner in
2009, 2010, and 2012. In addition Mrs. Donahue has been involved in writing and acquiring many grants
including the USDOE Even Start NY3 grant, a US Department of Defense Education grant, and a 21st
Century Communities Partnership grant. Mrs. Donahue is a native of central New York and currently
resides on Lake Ontario in Chaumont, NY.
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Last Name: Dorman

First Name: Brian

Dr. Dorman earned his Doctorate of Education degree from Nova Southeastern University, his Master’s
Degree in Reading Education from Nova Southeastern University, and his Bachelors of Science Degree
from the University of Central Florida. Dr. Dorman has been involved in education since 2000, having
been a middle school Social Studies teacher and Instructional Literacy Coach, a position he still holds. He
has extensive experience in instructional coaching, leadership development, as well as facilitating
instructional changes to improve instruction and student learning. Additionally, he has been an adjunct
professor in the Educator Preparation Institute at Seminole State College of Florida and an adjunct in the
Education department at Nova Southeastern University. He was a founding member and inaugural
president of the Florida Literacy Coaches Association (FLCA). In that role, he guided the establishment
of the purpose, mission, and vision for the organization as well as beginning the FLCA's annual Coaches
Symposium. He also collaborated with the Florida Reading Association to bring coaching specific
sessions to their annual conference. Dr. Dorman lives in Longwood, Florida with his wife and two
children.

Last Name: Dueck

First Name: Jim

Education qualifications were secured from University of Calgary (Bachelors and Masters Degrees) and
from Brigham Young University (Doctor of Education) with a major in Educational Leadership.
Experience: Teacher and school administration in Calgary from 1970-1985. District Superintendent in
Abbotsford and Nanaimo, BC from 1985-1998. Assistant Deputy Minister of Education in Alberta from
1998-2010 responsible for accountability, student assessment, and system improvement. Education
consultant from 2010 to present. Newspaper Columnist in Abbotsford Times on educational and
governmental accountability. Visited by educational representatives from approximately 50 countries and
states to learn more about educational accountability. Worked with stakeholders in developing Alberta’s
Accountability Pillar, which is a report card on outcomes rating the performance of every school, school
district in the province as well as the provincial report card. Invited to address White House,
Congressional and Governor's Council aides in Washington, DC. Keynote speaker for the US RTTT
inaugural presentation in Boston. Panel member selecting the pilot assessment programs for RTTT. Panel
member for reviewing district applications for RTTT-District. Keynote speaker for Basque Country's
launch of student assessment. Speaker in England's House of Commons to Education senior bureaucrats
on accountability. Consultant with Teachers' Media in developing 65 video tapes on various aspects of
school improvement and accountability. Speaker to Pacific Rim countries on performance pay in the
public sector as well as various presentations around Canada.

Last Name: Dupree

First Name: Shelia

Shelia Sanders Dupree is a Mississippi native currently residing in Clarksdale, Mississippi. Ms. Dupree
worked for 30 plus years in public education. Since her 2004 retirement, Dupree has worked as an
independent educational consultant and recently founded Dupree Education Associates, LLC. She
currently serves as a contract worker providing services that include targeted technical assistance,
compliance monitoring reviews, and complaint audit investigations. Additionally, Dupree provides
professional development, research assistance, technical writing, policy development guidance, mentors
and trains paraprofessionals, teachers, and administrators regarding disabilities and federal programs.
Dupree earned a Bachelor’s degree in Special Education from Jackson State University, a Master of
Science, and an Education Specialists degree from the University of Mississippi. Dupree has taught at
grade levels K-12. Dupree has been a principal, coach, special programs coordinator, special education
director, and federal programs director. Dupree has served as a peer reviewer for state and federal grants
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including the Capitol Compassion Fund and Phase 1 of Race to the Top — District. She has also served as
an expert witness in cases regarding educational equity and the compliant provision of services to
children with disabilities. Dupree received many awards and honors during her career. Among her most
treasured honors are being named Administrator of the Year in the Columbus Municipal School District
and receiving the MS State Leadership Award from NAFEPA.

Last Name: Earls

First Name: Melissa

Melissa Earls is currently the Principal of an urban public charter school, serving a diverse population in
Springfield, Massachusetts. Most of the students live in poverty (~90% free/reduced lunch rate). As a
school, they are experiencing a significant, positive turnaround. Since Ms. Earl’s tenure began, they have
been removed from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education academic
probation list. The most recent state assessment results include Higher than Expected growth
designations, specifically in the area of mathematics. The Spring 2012 MCAS student performance data
indicate that the students in our culminating grade level (grade 5) were tied for the third highest math
growth in the state. In the past, Ms. Earls was a member of the central office administration of two rural
districts, as well as regional district. She also worked as a senior associate with the Community Training
and Assistance Center, based in Boston but on assignment with the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. Ms.
Earls was responsible for the management of a Teacher Incentive Fund award, including the provision of
onsite technical assistance. She earned an undergraduate degree from the University of Notre Dame, and a
graduate degree from Boston College. She currently resides in Sturbridge, Massachusetts with her
husband and their daughter.

Last Name: Eisele

First Name: Kurt

Kurt W. Eisele, Ph.D., has PhD in Human Development from Marywood University, completed the Pre-
Doctoral Program from Temple University, earned a Superintendent's Letter of Eligibility from Lehigh
University, a Certificate in Elementary Administration, a MS in Secondary Administration, and a MS/BS
in Mathematics Education from the University of Scranton, and an AA from St. Leo's College in Florida.
Dr. Eisele retired from public education in July as a Superintendent. He served as a middle school
principal, a high school assistant principal, a middle school assistant principal, and a high school
mathematics teacher. Dr. Eisele also coached several sports. He is a retired Army Infantry Officer and
prior service NCO. He completed the Command and General Staff College and earned a Meritorious
Service Medal and two Army Commendation Medals. Dr. Eisele currently is an Assistant Professor and
Director of Graduate Programs (Master’s) at Wilkes University and is an adjunct professor at the
University of Scranton and the University of Maryland University College. His favorite research topic is
PTSD/TBI with a goal of helping our servicemen/women adjust to life after combat. He has been married
for 38 years and has three children and six grandchildren.

Last Name: Enos

First Name: Debbie

Debbie Enos holds a Master of Library and Information Studies from the University of Oklahoma. Her
undergraduate studies were in Sociology and Computer Science. Before embarking on her education
career, she worked in the oil and gas industry for over twelve years. She has ten years of experience in
public education as a teacher and librarian. She has served as a Peer Reviewer for the Race to the Top
District 2012 and for the i3 Development Pre-Application 2013. Her current position is at an interlocal
education cooperative in northeast Oklahoma. She serves member districts as a curriculum specialist and
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professional development consultant. Other responsibilities include technology support, federal program
coordinator, and cooperative purchasing director.

Last Name: Esty

First Name: Edward

Edward Etsy has had a varied career in mathematics education. He started as an elementary classroom
teacher, and then returned to Harvard as a doctoral student and assistant professor. After three years at a
NSF-sponsored curriculum development project in Illinois, he moved to Washington. There he worked at
the National Institute of Education (and later the Office of Educational Research and Improvement),
managing the Department of Education’s research program in mathematics education. A major
responsibility as an NIE and OERI program officer was conducting grants and contracts programs,
formulating review procedures, and monitoring resultant contracts and grants. Since 1986 he has been an
independent consultant in mathematics education with many organizations, doing curriculum
development, research in assessment, and teacher education. A major focus of some of these projects has
been the creation and application of scoring rubrics for assessment instruments. The groups have included
Children’s Television Workshop, the National Academy of Sciences (Mathematical Sciences Education
Board), the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, SRI International, and WestEd. The common
thread among all these endeavors has been improving mathematics instruction and assessment of
mathematical learning among students and teachers alike.

Last Name: Everhart

First Name: Susan

Susan has spent the majority of her working life developing and advocating for programs and services
that give at risk students at better chance for success in school and beyond. She has worked in local
communities, for a consortium of school districts, for the State educational agency and for a statewide
nonprofit. Her interests include the arts and she has helped cultural organizations become and remain
viable. Susan is married and has two twenty-something children.

Last Name: Fantroy-Ford

First Name: Fentrice Maxine

F. Maxine Fantroy-Ford, Ed.D., received her doctorate from Nova Southeastern University and is an
adjunct professor in the Graduate School of Education at Russell Sage Colleges. A former public school
teacher, building and central office administrator, her expertise lies in the areas of school reform, teacher
and principal evaluation, classroom management, development of effective instructional plans, data
analysis to inform instruction and professional development for substitute teachers. An educator in the
field for approximately 35 years, Dr. Ford was instrumental in her role as Director of Magnet Schools in
leading two schools toward obtaining State Blue Ribbon status, one of which went on to receive the
distinguished National recognition. She had the distinct honor of being recognized in the December 1999
issue of Redbook magazine, “Hyundai Salutes Women Who Make a Difference”, and attending a 2003
Principal and Superintendent Round Table at St. Anthony College, Oxford, England. She is also active in
her community as an advocate for educating all children.

Last Name: Felton-Montgomery

First Name: Patricia

Dr. Patricia Felton-Montgomery, President of Montgomery Educational Associates, has over 40 years of
service as a teacher, guidance counselor, child study team coordinator, principal, assistant superintendent,
and superintendent in urban and suburban public schools and at national, regional, and state levels of
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public education. Her focus is providing rigorous and relevant standards-based instruction to students for
success in this 21st century. With experience in innovative curriculum and professional development,
data-driven decision making, and effective school and district leadership, she works with boards of
education, school districts and regional educational organizations for guidance and support in establishing
and sustaining school improvement. She previously served as Director of Educational Leadership for the
Mid-Atlantic Regional Educational Laboratory at Temple University's Laboratory for Student Success
(LSS). LSS was one of ten regional educational laboratories of the US Department of Education. Most
recently she served as a District Peer Reviewer for the Race to the Top competition for the U. S.
Department of Educations. Dr. Montgomery has taught education administration doctoral students for
NOVA Southeastern University and master’s degree candidates for Thomas Edison State College, and has
served as adjunct professor in educational philosophy and in instructional strategies at Stockton College
and Fairleigh Dickinson University in New Jersey. She was a contracted mentor for new principals
during their two-year internship for the state of New Jersey and supported other mentors in the southern
counties of the state as Regional Mentor Supervisor for the state department of education and
NJPSA/FEA.

Last Name: Feury

First Name: Gena

Ms. Gena Feury has a 17-year career in education, including experience teaching at the primary and
secondary grade levels, serving as a regional consultant for Just Read, Florida!, and as a principal
consultant for the Colorado Department of Education. Currently, she is the School of Education
Accreditation Manager at Jones International University. She has supported school districts and state
level leadership in implementing the requirements of federal, state, and local initiatives in reading
education, and served as the PreK-12 reading and writing content specialist for the state of Colorado. She
has been a professional trainer, researcher, grants manager, and developer for the Colorado Department of
Education, Office of Teaching and Learning and was an active member of the Academic and Instructional
Support Unit. This unit was charged with the successful development and implementation of leading-
edge resources to provide service and support to PreK-12 school educators and leaders for standards
implementation.

Last Name: Frankel

First Name: David

David Frankel is currently semi-retired from public education. During his 36+ years in education, David
worked as a Technology Consultant for Wayne RESA (Regional Educational Service Agency, Detroit,
MI) which provides services to Wayne County's 34 school districts and charter schools aimed at
improving student achievement and maximizing economies of scale in staff development, purchasing, and
administrative services. The last two years at Wayne RESA, he worked with High Priority Schools to
provide professional development in integrating technology in the classroom and assisting the school staff
in using a teacher observation tool. Prior to this, David worked with the school districts in developing
technology plans, providing professional development in identifying and using technology throughout the
curriculum and assisting districts in implementing technology programs. He wrote a number of successful
grants, including a Star Schools grant that was funded by the U.S. Department of Education. He has
reviewed grants for the Michigan Department of Education, the U.S. Department of Education and the
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs. David was appointed to participate on a number of
statewide technology committees including the governor’s educational technology committee. He worked
on the State of Michigan Educational Technology Standards for K-12 students. Currently, he is an adjunct
faculty member at two local universities, teaching face-to-face, on-line and blended graduate courses in
educational technology. David is participating in External Reviews (AdvancED) of local school districts
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and school buildings. He has developed on-line courses and is currently consulting with organizations in
the state of Michigan.

Last Name: Fromme

First Name: Catherine

Dr. Cathy Fromme began her career as an educator 32 years ago, as a first grade teacher in southern
California. She is currently the Principal of TrustWorks, a consulting firm in service of organizations
dealing with matters of trust, social capital, workforce diversity, and change management. Prior to
establishing TrustWorks she held district, ESD and state department positions in Washington and
California. While at the Washington Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) she
coordinated the Comprehensive School Reform program, coordinated the publication of the School
Improvement Planning Process Guide, chaired the statewide Commission on Student Learning
Accommodations and Alternate Assessment committees, developed Washington’s statewide Special
Education Mediation System, and was the Cross Cultural Special Education Supervisor (providing non-
biased assessment, interpreter/ translator training, and diversity awareness trainings). Cathy also served
as the Diversity Manager for the Washington Department of Natural Resources where she facilitated,
positive/inclusive working relationships and diversity in the workplace for 1,300 DNR employees. She
has consulted, written and presented extensively in the areas of trust, change management and work force
diversity in schools and organizations. Cathy received her B.S. from UCLA, M.S. from San Jose State
University, and doctorate in Educational Leadership and Policy from the University of Washington.

Last Name: Gaitens

First Name: Jill

Jill Gaitens is a doctoral student at the College of William and Mary pursuing a degree in Educational
Policy and Leadership. She is a Leadership for Educational Entrepreneur’s (LEE) Fellow f